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Intent

At East Herrington Primary Academy, we believe that the teaching of reading is
integral to a child’s understanding and appreciation of the world around them; a
platform that allows our children to see beyond what they know, share in cultural
experiences and develop the vocabulary they need to effectively express
themselves. Our reading curriculum strives to foster a lifelong love of reading. We
cultivate the behaviours that they will need to be discerning readers as they read
frequently and widely and discuss what they read. This curriculum is delivered
through synthetic phonics, a linked approach to whole class and guided reading,
home reading, reading across the curriculum, opportunities for independent reading
and hearing quality texts read aloud every day. All of these are essential components
as they offer the range of opportunities needed to develop fluent, enthusiastic and
critical readers.

It is important that children are motivated to read at home regularly; when their
reading opportunities increase, so does their fluency and stamina which in turn
increases their enjoyment of reading. Therefore, the link between children’s
motivation to read and reading for pleasure is reciprocal. Furthermore, we know that
reading pleasure is beneficial not only for not only reading outcomes, but for wider
learning enjoyment and mental wellbeing. Thus, we work hard to foster a love of
independent reading and build communities of engaged readers. We understand the
significance of parents and carers in supporting their children to develop both word
reading and comprehension skills so we endeavour to build a home-school
partnership which enables parents and carers to have the confidence to support their
children with reading at home.

Reading is at the very heart of our curriculum. We are committed to promoting a love
for reading and not only giving children opportunities to read in English lessons, but
in the wider curriculum too.

Implementation

To ensure the progression of reading throughout East Herrington Primary Academy
and a cohesive approach to the teaching of reading the following guidance must be
followed:

Read Write Inc
At EHPA, we have adopted an approach to teaching early reading using Read Write
Inc Phonics. See separate Early Reading and Phonics Policy for more information.

From the start of Spring term in Year 2 onwards, when the children finish the RWI
phonics programme, they continue to read either as part of whole class reading, 1-1
and/or in guided groups using a range of reading books (including Rigby Star and
Oxford Reading Tree) and ‘real’ texts.



Whole Class Reading
Whole Class Reading should take place from Year 1 up to Year 6 a minimum of three
times per week. In KS1, these sessions will last 20 minutes progressing to 30
minutes in KS2. Whole Class Reading should be introduced in Reception during the
Spring term.

Whole Class Reading sessions allow children of all attainment levels to be immersed
in the same high quality texts and promote valuable discussions. The children have
the opportunity to read and analyse high quality texts together as a class. These high
quality texts can be linked to the English lesson or with topics being studied in other
curriculum areas.

Whole Class Reading sessions provide teachers with the opportunity to model the
fluency, pace, intonation and expression of reading and give the children
opportunities to practise these. Strategies used should include choral reading, echo
reading and individual children reading aloud to the class. During discussion of the
text, the teacher should model the expectation for high quality responses, identify
key evidence in the text and model explanations to provide support for the children to
justify their own responses. Teachers should implicitly point out and clarify the vast
and rich vocabulary within the texts to build up the children’s knowledge and
understanding of new vocabulary.

One of the Whole Class Reading sessions each week should focus specifically on
the children’s comprehension skills. The children should be given the opportunity to
read the texts independently and then complete reading comprehension questions
independently.

As a school, we have identified the vocabulary that all teachers will use when
reading:

Vocabulary
Inference
Prediction
Explanation
Retrieval
Skimming
Scanning
Sequencing
Summarising
Read around

Children will also be given the following opportunities to apply their reading skills
through the following activities:

Matching



Multiple Choice
Sequence and ordering
Drawing and labelling
True/False
REED – read, evidence, explain, develop.
PEE - point, explain, evidence

Guided Reading
Guided reading is used for target groups of children from Year 2 to Year 6 to
accelerate progress.  The groups will contain children of similar reading ability. The
text should be carefully selected at instructional level for the group and record sheets
for each session should reflect a specific teaching focus appropriate to the group.
Guided reading sessions should take place during assembly times.

Independent Reading
Children need to be given the opportunity and encouragement to read independently
in order to build confidence, stamina and fluency, as well as develop their experience
of a range of books and authors.

Children should have access to a wide range of high quality books including fiction
and non-fiction via the class library. These are currently supplemented by project
boxes borrowed from Sunderland Schools Library Service which are linked to topics
being taught in other curriculum areas (temporarily suspended but will be
recommencing academic year 2021-2022).

Class Readers (Hearing books read aloud)
Throughout school, story time (reading aloud to the class) should be implemented
into the daily timetable to promote the love of reading, build enthusiasm and
enjoyment. It influences independent reading and tunes children into book language.

All year groups have a selection of books which follow one of Pie Corbett’s reading
spines. These can be supplemented by other high quality texts linked to a range of
curriculum areas if appropriate.

Children Reading Aloud
This will be modelled during Whole Class Reading, guided reading and hearing
books read aloud.

Children should have the opportunity to read aloud to a variety of audiences,
including their own age group, younger children and class assemblies on a regular
basis.

Reading Environment
Classrooms and all school areas should provide a print rich environment. All classes
should have a dedicated reading area that will appeal to children of all abilities and
encourage and motivate them to read. This will help to develop reading enthusiasm
by providing the children with a comfortable and relaxing area where a wide variety



of books can be shared and enjoyed. The books should be updated or changed
when possible to maintain the children’s interest.

Extra Support
Well planned intervention sessions following the RWI catch up and Fresh Start
intervention programs, are used in all year groups where needed. The children who
did not complete the RWI phonics program in KS1 continue to access phonic
sessions in small groups in Year 3 and Year 4. Beanstalk Volunteers are used to
support identified children in Key Stage 2. Children who are not working at the
expected level for their year group read frequently. Pupil Progress Meetings identify
children who may be in need of further reading intervention and the most effective
interventions are discussed within these meetings.

Reading Plus
From Year 3 onwards, children are introduced to Reading Plus – a program that aims
to improve reading fluency (speed) as well as comprehension of a range of texts
(both fiction and non-fiction). The program ensures access to a variety of high quality
texts and also targets key KS2 vocabulary.

The program aims to engage children in a range of ways: children select the texts
they read; there are certificates/rewards for a range of achievements; children can
easily monitor their own progress by logging onto their individual dashboard; and the
texts (and associated questions) are pitched to each child’s reading ability following
an initial assessment.

KS2 children are able to access Reading Plus during scheduled lesson time and at
home. Those children unable to access the program at home, can use the program
during certain lunch times or during breakfast club. Extra sessions are available
before school one morning each week for each year group.

Expectations for children using Reading Plus are that children who are working
below or within their age related expectations as indicated by Reading Plus (Level),
should complete 5 lessons a week (a minimum of 3 green and 2 amber).Those
children who have exceeded their year group expectations should complete 3
reading lessons per week plus 3 vocabulary lessons per week (appendix 2).

Home Reading Books
Children who have completed the RWI phonics program move onto banded books
(appendix 1) from a range of schemes. Children take a banded book home each
week along with a reading for pleasure book of their choice.

Children in KS2 who have completed all the book bands and are competent, fluent
readers, will still be expected to take home a reading for pleasure book. Selecting
their own texts is an important part of developing independence. Selecting texts
motivates readers and helps children to develop and discuss their reading
preferences.



Parental Involvement
Co-operation and support from parents is paramount if a child is to become a
successful and competent reader. At EHPA, we strive to develop and encourage a
strong partnership between home and school. It is our policy to send reading books
home regularly and to encourage parents and carers to contribute to their child’s
reading development, welcoming comments in individual reading record books
(where used). Weekly updates about Whole Class Reading sessions should be
shared with parents using Class Dojo. For target children who are heard read on a
1:1 basis regularly, in KS2, teachers will either write a comment in each child's
reading record books or send a message to their parents using Class Dojo.

It is important that teachers and parents regard this process as a valuable means of
communication. Incentive schemes are in place to encourage reading at home e.g. 5
signatures or 5 green reading lessons on Reading Plus and the child could win a
book from the reward trolley.

Inclusion
All children are encouraged to develop their enjoyment and interest in reading. We
actively aim to remove barriers and provide all children with equal access to quality
teaching and provision in order that they should fulfil their potential. Within the
teaching and learning of reading, this may include the utilisation of appropriate
resources and involvement of outside agencies to support teachers and children.
When purchasing books, exposure to a range of texts that show diversity is
considered.

Assessment and Recording
A whole school approach to assessment and record keeping is used.

Formative Assessment
Formative assessment is generally carried out informally by teachers through their
teaching using:

● Hearing children read in a 1:1 context
● Individual/small group discussions in Shared and Guided Reading

sessions
● Whole class shared reading
● Outcomes of lessons with a specific reading focus
● Observations during Read Write Inc sessions
● Reading record books

Children are continually assessed against key performance indicators.

Summative Assessment
Y2 and Y6 children will take part in Standardised Assessment Tests (SATs), including
reading assessments.



Y1 (Spring, Summer only), Y2 (Autumn and Spring only) Y3, 4, 5 and Year 6
(Autumn and Spring only) will sit NFER reading assessments.

Assessment data is recorded on internal tracking and SIMS for analysis.

Impact

As we believe that reading is key to all learning, the impact of our reading curriculum
goes beyond the result of statutory assessments. Children have the opportunity to
enter the wide and varied magical worlds that reading opens up to them. As they
develop their own interest in books, a deep love of literature across a range of
genres, cultures and styles is enhanced.

Through the teaching of systematic phonics and reading enquiry, our aim is for
children to become fluent and confident readers who can apply their knowledge and
experience to a range of texts through the primary curriculum.

As a Year 6 reader, transitioning into secondary school, we aspire that children are
fluent, confident and able readers, who can access a range of texts for pleasure and
enjoyment, as well as use their reading skills to unlock learning and all areas of the
curriculum. We aim to ensure that all children are ready for their next phase of
education.

Appendix 1:
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Appendix 3:

Links to working documents

Reading Provision Across School

Reading Books Across the School

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ke3Vm-pEyhTBcxoloiwyvMOF2zBAJXTcIWIuo5p1p3g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/134wy9d1e5FiYa2gG1H0cQFfq_ON69W6aBOsK_XPSWhw/edit

