
Handwriting Policy

Handwriting Policy

Status of Policy Date

Policy Reviewed Autumn Term  2021

Agreed by Staff Autumn Term  2021

Agreed by
Governors

Autumn Term  2021

Next Review Autumn Term  2022

1



Handwriting Policy

Overview

At East Herrington Primary Academy we teach handwriting in the earliest stages by
linking closely with the Read Write Inc scheme. Handwriting is taught progressively
and in line with the requirements of the National Curriculum. This begins in EYFS
where children are taught single letter formation (Appendix A).

It is not until Year 2 that children are introduced to a cursive joined handwriting style
(Nelson). The joined style adopted is easy to join and not made complicated by
unnecessary loops or swirls.

Handwriting is taught as a specific skill, little and often. Children in EYFS and KS1
have handwriting linked to daily phonics. In KS2 children will have a minimum of 3
handwriting lessons per week.

Basic Structure of a Handwriting Session

● Finger warm up
● Posture check and book positioning
● Teacher modelling on the board
● Children practise with teacher model, then from memory
● Handwriting lessons are short but frequent

Children begin to write with a pencil. At the appropriate point (when handwriting is
sized and orientated correctly and all joins are accurate) children can be assessed
for a Pen Licence. This decision is made by the English Coordinator and/or Head
Teacher.

Inclusion

The vast majority of pupils will be able to write fluently and legibly. However, some
pupils may need additional support to develop handwriting skills. Provision will be
made through additional sessions that are focused on the child’s identified specific
difficulty with handwriting.

Teachers should be aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils and make
appropriate provision:

● Paper should be positioned to the left for right-handed pupils and to the right
for left-handed pupils.

● Left-handed pupils should be positioned to the left of a right-handed pupil so
that they are not competing for space.

● Extra practice with left-to-right exercises may be necessary before pupils write
left-to-right automatically.
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Nursery and Reception

Through specifically planned activities and experiences, children in our EYFS
develop the following skills to enable them to become fluent in handwriting:

● Good gross motor control
● Good fine motor control
● A language to talk about shapes and movements
● The main handwriting movements involved in the three basic letter shapes as

exemplified by l, c, r

As children progress through EYFS they will be taught:

● letter formation alongside phonics using Read Write Inc letter formation
speak (Appendix A)

● to use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable letters

Year 1

WRITING handwriting – Statutory requirements

Pupils should be taught to:

 Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

 Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right
place

 Form capital letters

 Form digits 0-9

 Understand which letters belong to which handwriting families (i.e. Letters that are formed
in similar ways) and to practise these.

To enable our children to achieve the handwriting skills identified in the National Curriculum,
the children have a 10-15 minute handwriting lesson every day.

Following on from Reception, in Year 1 children recap letter formation in pure handwriting
lessons in the following order:

● c o a d g q – anti-clockwise round
● r n m h b p – down and retrace upwards
● i l u t y j – down and off in another direction
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● v w x z – zig zag letters
● e f s k – odd letters

The RWI mnemonics (Appendix C) that aid letter formation and introduced in early years
continue to be used.

The children will also be taught to:

● Write with finger spaces between words
● Develop speed and accuracy

Year 2

WRITING handwriting – Statutory requirements

Pupils should be taught handwriting:

 Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

 Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

●Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one
another and to lower case letters

In Year 2, children begin to learn how to join handwriting using the Nelson Scheme. Children
will work towards mastering the red and yellow levels. Oxford Owl online resources are used
for sequence of joins taught.

The majority of children will:

● Write legibly, using upper and lower case letters appropriately and correct spacing
between words

● Form ascenders and descenders consistently and correctly
● Produce writing which sits on the  line for the majority of the time
● Practise writing at speed

Year 3 and year 4

WRITING handwriting – Statutory requirements
Pupils should be taught to:

● Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
● use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined
● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by

ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of
writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do
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not touch

and also states:

Pupils should be using joined handwriting throughout their independent writing. Handwriting
should continue to be taught, with the aim of increasing fluency with which pupils are able to
write down what they want to say. This in turn, will support their composition and spelling.

By the end of Year 3 the majority of children will:

● Form and use the four basic handwriting joins to develop joined handwriting
● Further develop writing speed and stamina

By the end of year 4 the majority of children will:

● Use joined handwriting
● Have ascenders and descenders in the correct place and on the lines
● Write with increasing speed and stamina

The sequence of joins taught should match that stated in the Nelson Teacher’s Guide/Oxford
Owl online guide.

Year 5 and 6

The National Curriculum states that in Year 5 and 6 children should be taught the following in
handwriting:

WRITING handwriting – Statutory requirements

Handwriting and presentation Pupils should be taught to:

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:

 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not
to join specific letters  

The majority of children will:

● Write with consistent size and letter spacing
● Have a cursive, legible, accurate  style
● Be able to write at steady dictation speed.
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