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9th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Yesterday we received information from the Department for Education in relation to the school 
Christmas break.  In this document they state: 
 
“We know that school and further education leaders, teachers and staff, as well as nurseries and 
childminders, have worked tirelessly over the last term. This has included their important role in contact 
tracing, to help in the national effort to limit the spread of the virus. We are aware that this has led to 
additional work over weekends and holidays and we are incredibly grateful for this. 
 
We recognise the challenges of this responsibility at the end of term. Public Health England has agreed 
a 6-day window after the final day of teaching in which schools and further education providers are 
asked to remain contactable so they can assist with contact tracing where necessary.  
 
Where term would normally finish in the week commencing 21 December 2020, schools may wish to 
consider adjusting term dates to make Friday 18 December 2020 the last day of term (which could be 
an INSET day), and bring forward the start of term in January by the same number of days. Children will 
catch up the time later in the year.” 
 
In light of this updated guidance, Directors have agreed the decision to amend the end of term date to 
Friday 18th December 2020 and to change the INSET Day planned for the 12th February 2021 to 
Monday 4th January 2021.  This means that children will now break for Christmas on FRIDAY 18TH 
DECEMBER 2020 and will return to school on TUESDAY 5th JANUARY 2021. 
 
We apologise for the late change of date, but feel that it is important to work within the latest guidance 
from the Department for Education and Public Health England in order to ensure our pupils, staff and 
our wider school communities are able to enjoy the festive break as much as possible by closing earlier 
and reducing the risk of needing to self-isolate over the Christmas period.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Susan Bell 
CEO Balmoral Learning Trust 
 

      


