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15th May 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those parents who filled in the survey, 
this has supported school to make initial planning stages for school reopening. 
 
I appreciate that this is a worrying time for families and that you are eager to see how we 
as a school intend to deal with the government's requests and what this will look like in 
reality for your children. 
 
As a school we have been working all week to see how this will work for your children and 
to ensure that school looks as normal as possible. There have been lots of different plans 
put into place by our staff to ensure the best for your children. However, the government 
released some extra information to schools late on Thursday evening and this has had to 
be worked through again. 
 
It would be unfair of me to share all plans too early and then have to explain changes at a 
later date, so I kindly ask that you bear with us for a few extra days to ensure we have 
everything covered. 
 
What the government has announced:  
 
It is the aim for children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to return to primary 
schools from 1st June. The government has said this will be decided provided that their 
five tests are met to enable their roadmap milestones to meet this date.  
This is alongside children of Key Workers and vulnerable children who have been actively 
encouraged to attend.  
 

Children who are ‘shielding’ (because they are clinically extremely vulnerable) or who live 
with someone who is ‘shielding’ should not attend. However, those who live with 
someone who is clinically vulnerable (the category below shielding, including those who 
are pregnant) can attend. Please refer to government guidance for further details of these 
groups.  
 

All staff and pupils will be eligible for testing if they show symptoms. 
 

 

 

http://www.ehpa.co.uk/


Families should inform school if their eligible children will not be attending so that we can 
understand the barriers to them attending. (We have already telephoned a lot of parents 
who have not made their wishes clear on the survey and are collating this information) 
 

Parents will not be fined for non-attendance during this time.  
 

The government would like all primary school children to return before the summer. 
 

What this means for our school; 
 

Firstly, it is important to remember that the health, safety and wellbeing of your 
child(ren), staff and our wider community is of the utmost importance to us and we have 
this at the forefront of our mind in everything we do and plan to do.  
 

This is a very unsettling time for us all, but rest assured that we have taken on board the 
guidance that has been issued and are working hard to devise and carry out a full risk 
assessment specific to our school on all the issues that need addressing. This includes, but 
is not limited to:  

 Entrance into and exit from school 

 Safe class/ group sizes  

 Availability of known staff in each area for the size of the class 

 Movement around school  

 Cleaning  

 Learning activities in school  

 Home learning 

 Lunchtimes - catering 

 Playtimes 

 Outdoor learning 

 Contact with parents 

 Running of the office 

 Visitors – essential only 
 
The above is just a small part of what we are thinking about very carefully and currently 
ensuring everything is safe. 
 
I can tell you that: 
 

Class sizes and groups will be 8 in smaller classrooms and up to 11 in some larger 
classrooms. The government is recommending 15, however, each school is different and 
this is what we see as safe in our school. You will be told what size group your child is in.  
We may be made to change this at a later date but will always keep you informed. 
 

The priority for spaces in school will be keyworker children, vulnerable children, EYFS, 
Year 1 and then Year 6 – we are still waiting for more guidelines about this. 
 

Lunches will be provided and I am working with Mrs Tatters, our school cook, to ensure 
we can deliver hot food that will be served in disposable containers. Lunches will not be 
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served at the counter. The hall will be split into two sections for lunch to allow two groups 
in a time. All surfaces and shared areas will be cleaned after every use. 
 
Groups will not mix with each other for any activities or play times. 
 
Resources in EYFS will be washed regularly and stored away if not easily and safely 
washed. 
. 
We have already purchased more hand sanitisers and installed these around the building 
and all cleaning and safety products have been increased and bought this week in 
preparation. 
 

The curriculum will be different to meet the needs of the children, it will include all areas 
of the curriculum and ensure that PSHE is an integral part of this. There will be a clear 
focus for each year group and this will be shared with parents. 
 

Entrance and exit to school will be a one-way system and will be staggered to allow social 
distancing to be in place correctly. 
 

I will send much more detail next week along with photos of spaces to show parents and 
children what school will look like in preparation. 
 

In the meantime, the school is still open only for vulnerable pupils and the children of Key 
Workers which will also include half term for keyworker children.  
 

Finally, I would like to thank you for your continuous support in helping your child learn 
from home and I will write further with our detailed plans next week. I hope this letter 
shows the start of what reopening schools will look like at East Herrington. There is a lot 
of misleading guidance in the media at present so we will be as clear as we can to ensure 
parents understand this new way of working and thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 
 

Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Mrs Hair 
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