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Coronavirus Update March 11th 2020 

The Coronavirus outbreak is very much in the news with increasing clusters of infections 

across the world and in the UK known as a Pandemic. This is the latest information 

regarding the current Coronavirus outbreak to ensure that you have access to all the current 

available guidance.  

You should not be unduly worried about the possibility of you or your children catching the 

Coronavirus and there is currently no reason why children should not continue to attend 

school as normal.  

The information below is to ensure that you are well informed and will know what to do if 

you have any concerns. 

Coronavirus/ COVID-19 Update – March , 2020 

The situation with regards to Coronavirus/ COVID-19, and its potential impact on schools is 

evolving quickly. Please note three key points:    

 To date, school has had NO confirmed cases of Coronavirus. 

 The School is working hard to implement measures to prevent the spread of the virus. 

 The Department for Education has informed us that no school should close in response to 

a suspected (or confirmed) Coronavirus case unless directed to do so by Public Health 

England. 

This week the Department for Education have launched a new helpline to answer questions 

about Coronavirus related to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the 

helpline as follows: 

 Phone: 0800 046 8687 

 Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

 Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday). 
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In addition, updates on Coronavirus can be found at www.gov.uk/coronavirus, and guidance 

for educational settings at www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-

settings-about-covid-19.  

The guidance states that if students or staff are feeling unwell with symptoms of 

Coronavirus, they are advised to contact the NHS Helpline 111 and to keep away from 

others and stay at home to stop the infection spreading. The following symptoms may 

develop in the 14 days after exposure to someone who has the Coronavirus: 

 Fever/ High Temperature 

 Dry Cough 

 Difficulty in breathing/ shortness of breath 

To prevent the spread of Coronavirus children are reminded to: 

 Wash their hands more often for 20 seconds with soap and hot water. 

 In addition to handwashing after going to the toilet they are being encouraged to wash 

before eating and after sneezing. 

 Cover their cough or sneeze with a tissue before throwing it in a bin (‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’) 

 Avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

Parents are requested to: 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home 

 If you’re worried about your symptoms, please call NHS 111 – don’t go directly to your GP or 

other healthcare environment 

 Reaffirm with your child the importance of regular handwashing 

If any families have specific concerns about Coronavirus and any ongoing or underlying 

medical conditions, they should speak to their GP or their specialist healthcare professionals 

to seek advice and guidance on how to minimise the risks. Otherwise the general NHS 

guidance applies. 

We will update parents to the Trust response to the virus and actions we may take over the 

next few weeks. Updates will be shared with staff and parents via the usual school routes 

including, email, the school web site, messages and social media. Contact with individual 

schools should be made via the school office. 
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