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Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers, 

October and the beginning of November has continued to be action 
packed for all the children in school. I would  just like to thank everyone 
for their support with our remembrance day activities. The children learnt 
a lot about WW1 in their classes and assemblies during the week and I 
am sure you will agree that the poppy displays around school look     
effective and are a poignant way to celebrate 100 years from the end of 
the war. We have had an overwhelming amount of positive comments 
from parents and neighbours which is lovely to receive.  All donations 
have been sent straight to the poppy appeal  -  thank you for all your 
generous donations. They will let us know in due course how much we 
raised. 

Children in need was also very well supported in school and the children looked fabulous in their spotty and bright 
clothes. The children loved guessing the name of their Pudsey’s and we raised £423.25 for this fantastic charity - 
thank you to everyone for their contributions. 

All autumn term class assemblies have taken place and it has been lovely to see so many people attend and to 
join with staff and children afterwards. This has been an excellent opportunity to share some of the work the   
children have been doing. It is hard to believe that we are approaching Christmas already and I am very much    
looking forward to seeing all families at our Christmas performances. Letters will be sent out with the chance to 
have two tickets for these performances first and then there will be some extra tickets for sale on a first come first 
served basis.   

Thank you to everyone for their continued support. When school and families work together this is what makes a 
difference to the education of all of our children.                                                                        Mrs Hair 

I would just like to take this opportunity to remind all 
parents and  families that it is school policy not to 
take photographs or film of children when visiting 
school events. I understand that families are just 
wanting to capture memories of their child’s school life but due to 
GDPR  legislation all parents have the right to decline that they 
want this to happen.  

We do have  parents in school who do not wish for their children to 
be filmed and put onto social media and this must be respected by 
all. 

I have been made aware of numerous occasions when films have 
been shared of school events. Please ensure that this doesn't happen 
again . 

No filming or photographs - please!  

 

 

Our recycled uniform continues to grow. 
Please take advantage of using this   
nearly new uniform as the year        
progresses. All lost property gets put 
into this uniform if it is not labelled, so 
chances are you will be reclaiming items 
of your own lost clothing. Please don’t 
spend a fortune on new clothes when 
there are plenty in our supply that is just 
waiting to be used. 

Recycling Nearly 
New Uniform 



We did ephemeral art outside using natural materials as part of our outdoor 
learning.  We created lots of different things from faces to hedgehogs to 
trees!  We worked on our own and in groups to collect our materials and then 
create our images.  The wind was causing us problems but we still managed to 
make some brilliant art! 

We went outside during outdoor learning week and 
planted some Daffodil bulbs.  We looked carefully at 
the bulbs, feeling the roots and the shoots.  We  
planted them carefully, making sure the roots were 
pointing down and then covered them over with soil 
to keep them warm over the Winter.  Fingers crossed 
we get some lovely flowers in the Spring! 

 

 

 

 

 

Six members of our schools Eco club 
went to West Park with Mrs Fannen 
to plant 100 bulbs to celebrate with 
the local community that houses are 

not going to be built on this plot of land. They had a fantastic time and 
were even given some bulbs to plant in our school outdoor learning area. 

Outdoor Learning - Reception 

School Eco Club’s Visit to West Park 

 

 

This half term we have had a very special visitor in year 2. Private Arthur Reasby, a World War 1 soldier, 
came to tell us all about life as a soldier in World War 1. First we had to pass a fitness test to make sure 
we were fit enough to go and fight for our country. We learned all about how disgusting the trenches 
were and we practiced passing rations down the line. We had to be very careful as food was precious 
and we couldn’t afford to drop any on the floor! We had a fantastic afternoon!   

Year 2 working with a WW1 soldier 



Some of Year 6 
spent an afternoon 
with Miss      
McCullock from 
Farringdon     
Community    
Academy. 

They were involved 
in a Young Sports   

Leaders Session that will help them plan and deliver 
games and activities for other children in our school 
during break or lunchtimes.  The other half of Year 6 
will be doing this later this term. 

Year 6  -  Sports Leaders 

On the morning of    
Children in Need we 
raised £15.00 selling 
some of the plants that 
gardening club have 
grown. Well done to Miss 
Milburn, parents and all 
the children who        

regularly attend this club. 

The week beginning the 12th November was       
Outdoor Learning Week for all children in school.      
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this and we will share 
some photos in our next newsletter. 

 

 

The children toured the church alongside Reverend Chad, they 
learnt about special church symbols and will follow this up 
with naming and writing about the symbols such as font, altar 
etc. The children really enjoyed the visit and asked lots of  
questions.  

After the church visit they all had a cup of hot chocolate                                                         
and marshmallows once back in school!  

Year 1 visit to St Chad’s 
Church Herrington 

The children in year 3 and 4 will begin their 
recorder lessons over the next couple of weeks. At first, they 
will keep their recorders in school so they can do short   
lessons to get the children used to this instrument. The staff 
and children are very excited and I can’t wait to hear what 
they sound like as a group. Hopefully we will hear them in 
their Spring Term  assemblies for parents! 

Year 3 and 4 Marvellous            
Musicians!! 

   

 
Year 5 visited the park to 
get a feel for what they 
could include in their next 
story – we are writing 
about a mysterious       
discovery made in a local 
park.  

The children had fun exploring the undergrowth and look-
ing for good spots where their character could find an 
unusual or unexpected object.  

Year 5 writing adventure stories 

Gardening Club 
Sale 

 Harvest - Food bank 

Thank you for all the donations to-
wards the foodbank. The school coun-
cillors delivered it safely to the Betha-
ny Church and also prepared some 
bags ready for collection.  Fantastic 
ambassadors for our school! 

 
Year 6 visited  Home 
Farm at Beamish to find 
out what it might have 
been like to be an      
evacuee during WW2. 
They were welcomed by 
the farmer and given jobs 

to do on the farm to help the war effort. Baking 
carrot cookies using rationed food and blacking out 
the windows were just a few of the jobs they were 
able to try. 

Year 6 - Beamish 



Diary dates so far: ( these may sometimes have to be changed due to unforeseen circumstances) 

Friday 30th November          Flu Vaccination in school 

Tuesday 11th December           Nursery am/pm children’s Christmas performance 

Wednesday 12th December      Year 1 Christmas performance 1:30pm 

Thursday 13th December          Reception Christmas performance 9:30am 

Friday 14th December              Year 2 Christmas performance - 9:30am 

                                            Christmas jumper day/ Christmas Dinner (all children) 

Monday 17th December           Year 3 Christmas performance 1:45pm 

Tuesday 18th December           Year 4 Christmas performance 9:30am 

Tuesday 18th December           Reception/ Year 1 and Year 2  - trip to pantomime instead of parties -  they will still 
receive a visit from Santa. 

Wednesday 19th December      Year 4 and Year 3 parties -  pm 

Wednesday 19th December      Year 5/6 Christmas service in church(10:00am) -  This is a lovely service where Year 6 
children lead the speaking parts and the choir will perform alongside singing by all the children in year 5/6 - Some of the 
children who play musical instruments will also perform at this service. 

Thursday 20th December         Year 5 party - pm 

Thursday 20th December          Year 6 - Climbing party 

Friday 21st December   School assembly (am) and rock band (pm) 

Friday 21st December   We close for the Christmas holidays 

Monday 7th January           Return to school 

Can I please remind all parents of children who have 
music lessons to make sure that all lessons have been 
paid for. This money contributes to the cost of music 
lessons and without it the teachers who work in school 
cannot be paid. 

There has been a letter for the choir with dates of con-
certs for Christmas events. Please ensure that you 
have filled this in and returned it to myself as soon as 
possible. 

Saturday 1st December - Christmas Fair - 9:50am 

Wednesday 5th December 2pm - Minster 

Friday 14th December - 7pm -  Christmas         
Spectacular - Help the Aged - arrive 6:30pm 

Saturday 15th December - 4pm - SSO - arrive 2:45pm 

Christmas Fair 

The choir will be opening our Christmas Fair.  

Please come and support Friends of the Schools 
Christmas Fair. This is a fantastic opportunity to 
help raise extra funds for school. 

Friends of the school often contribute to many    
activities in school to reduce the cost  of contribu-
tions for all parents.  

This term they are paying for the transport for EYFS, 
Year 1 and 2 to get to the pantomime and also Year 
6 to go to the climbing wall for their Christmas Par-
ty. 

They also contribute in many other areas. 

We look forward to seeing you all there! 

Parent reminder. 

If you are late to pick your child up, can you please ring the office to let them know. If your child is waiting until 3:30 we will 
then send your child to afterschool club as we can not leave children unattended at the school office. This will normally incur a 
small cost for being in afterschool club. 


