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 End of Term Newsletter July 2018  

Dear Parents, 
 

It doesn’t seem possible that we are already at the end of the academic year. This 
has been another extremely busy and very successful year for  East Herrington   
Primary  Academy. The children have worked extremely hard; had access to a range 
of events and activities throughout the year; made very good academic progress and 
we are delighted with the well deserved end of year assessment results. 
 

It is with some sadness that I write my last newsletter as Headteacher of East  
Herrington Primary Academy. The journey over the last 13 years has been quite 
amazing as we have seen so many instrumental changes to education during that 
time.  
 

It has been a pleasure to work with such a talented, professional and dedicated 
team of staff who have the children’s best interests at the heart of everything that 
they do. Staff have worked through numerous Ofsted Frameworks; a complete  
overhaul of the National Curriculum involving much higher expectations in Maths 
and   English; a total change to the assessment system alongside the changes from 
being a maintained school to being a member of a Multi Academy Trust. The  
developments that the school has made have been due to the whole ‘Team’ effort, 
the support that I have received from staff has been amazing. 
 

It has been a privilege to watch young children come into nursery when they are  
only 3 years old, watch them grow, mature, develop and acquire a range of skills  
before they leave us, well prepared for secondary school, when they are 11.  
 

We are now entering the next stage of East Herrington’s educational  journey 
through the development of Balmoral  Learning Trust and I am looking forward to 
playing my part in this work. This brings with it many opportunities and challenges.  
Staff at East Herrington Primary  Academy will  continue to keep the children at the 
heart of everything they do and provide an outstanding education for all pupils. 
 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to parents who have supported me 
throughout this journey. Have a lovely holiday and enjoy the special time with your  
children.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Alison Hodgson  
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Open Afternoon  
Thank you to all of the parents who visited school on 
Open Afternoon. The children enjoyed sharing their 
work with you. They will bring their books home this 
week. 

 

Staffing 
 

Mrs. Hair has been appointed Headteacher of East Herrington Primary Academy from 
September 2018. Mrs. Hair has been an outstanding teacher at East Herrington for a 
number of years and instrumental in its development. She has been Assistant Head 
with responsibility for Key Stage2, Maths subject leader and the talent behind the choir.  
Mrs. Hair will continue to lead the school in its outstanding journey. 
 

Mrs. Bond leaves at the end of the summer term after teaching at East Herrington for  
25 years. She has been instrumental in Early Years Education at East Herrington, has 
worked as a key member of the Early Years Team and has been the magic behind the 
development of the outdoor learning space in Reception. In recent years Mrs. Bond has 
organised a range of Family Learning opportunities for families throughout the school. 
Mrs. Bond will be missed greatly in September. Hopefully we may see Mrs. Bond at 
times during the next year as she has promised to visit and if needed will cover supply. 
 

Mrs. Wilson retires at the end of the summer term after working at East Herrington 
for 29 years. Mrs. Wilson has spent the vast majority of her career working in  nursery 
providing outstanding care for our youngest children.  We would like to thank Mrs.  
Wilson for all of her hard work and wish her a long, happy and healthy retirement.  
 

Staffing Autumn term 2018 
Following an internal recruitment process we are delighted that Miss Baxter,  
Miss Milburn and Miss. Weir will continue to teach at East Herrington next year. 
 

Mr. Iceton returns to East Herrington Primary Academy in September to carry out a 
0.4 teaching commitment. 
 

In September Mr. Amundsen will return from a sabbatical year to his substantive, full 
time teaching post. 
 

Staffing Structure September 2018 
Due to the promotion of Mrs. Hair to the post of Headteacher there have been some 
changes to the staffing structure for September 2018. The following appointments have 
been made: 
Upper Key Stage 2 Team Leader and Curriculum Lead: Mrs. Hughes                               
Mathematics Subject Leader: Miss Bowes 
0.6 appointment to cover a Y5 teaching group every morning: Mrs. Mullen 

Change of school  
telephone number from 
September 2018: 

 

0191 5634243 
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Summary of Sporting Activities and Success  
 

Well Being Week: KS1, KS2 and EYFS took part in a Wellbeing Week. The week  
promoted the 5 ways to wellbeing which are: Give, Take Notice, Be Active, Connect 
and Keep learning. The children enjoyed taking part in a range of  activities which  
allowed them to explore ways to help keep a healthy mind and body. The children 
were also involved in a wide range of  sporting activities during the week . Following 
each event, house points were awarded. The winning team will be announced in 
our award ceremony this week. The House trophies and Victor and Victrix Ludorum 
trophies were presented at the end of term Y6 performance.  
 

Football: This year, twenty one boys from Year 6 have represented the school in 
the Lambton and Hetton Football League, in which eleven different schools from 
around the area compete. Both A Team and B team have attended regular training 
sessions over lunchtimes 
and conducted themselves 
fantastically on the football 
pitch. A big well done to 
both Teams who  
performed   
magnificently in their cup 
competitions, but were  
extremely unlucky to be 
knocked out on penalties.  
 

Swimming: The swimming 
gala was held on 27th June 
between East Herrington, Benedict Biscop, Silksworth, Mill Hill and Farringdon  
Primary. We are delighted that, for the 16th year running, East Herrington were the 
winners. 
Special congratulations to Sam Faulder who 
broke the breast stroke record with a time of 
16.1 seconds. The previous record had been  in 
place since 1992. 
 

Dance Festival: Children from KS2 participated 
in the 2018 Dance Festival at Sunderland Empire. 
This was a fantastic opportunity for the people of 
Sunderland to appreciate the superb dance work 
happening in East Herrington and Sunderland schools.  

Thank You  For Your Support 
Thank you for supporting our charity fund raising event. We raised £246 for cancer 
research due to the children’s involvement in our own Race for Life during our 
Healthy Living Week.  
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Choir and Music at East Herrington Primary Academy 

Throughout the year pupils in the choir have continued to be outstanding  
ambassadors  for the Academy. The  
choir has represented East Herrington  
on many occasions and always  
performed  to an extremely high  
standard. This term the  choir sang at  
the Sage, Gateshead on 2nd July and,  
alongside Saint Anthony’s Choir, sang  
to celebrate the Tall Ships event in  
Sunderland on 11th July.  

Balloon Release 
Thank you to Friends of the School who have organised the Balloon  release for 
Friday 20th   July. The   pupils really  enjoy  seeing the balloons disappear  into 
the sky.  We hope that the weather is good and that you will join us for our end 
of year music festival  and family picnic that will follow the balloons. 

Out of School Sports Club: We continue to enjoy a range of extracurricular 
sporting  activities. These include: gymnastics, street dance, football skills and 
Change for Life multi skills.  The Change for Life Club won the City award for  
being the best Change for Life Club across Sunderland. 
 

Sunderland Active School Charter : We have achieved the Gold Standard of the 
Active Sunderland School Charter with special praise for the Primary PE and 
Sport funding plan (available on the school website).  
 

School Games Gold: To recognize our                                                                      

commitment to sport and to the development of  

competition across school we have been awarded  

School  Games Mark Gold  again this year. 

Sports Relief - During Sports Relief week we raised money to support an  
ex-pupil of East Herrington, Joshua Waddell, who is aiming to compete in the 
Tokyo Paralympics. Josh is currently the Under 17 World Number One fencing 
champion at the age of only 15!   
Throughout the week, the children ran a mile a day in school and were spon-
sored by friends and family. Ally Dixon and Josh visited school at the beginning 
of the week. Josh spoke to all of the staff and children in an assembly about his 
sport and Ally Dixon completed the first mile run with the children. 
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East Herrington Primary Academy: ‘Moving towards Outstanding’ 
 

The following is a brief summary of achievements and curriculum developments 
that have taken place during this academic year. 
 

Literacy  
The implementation of Talk 4 Writing across the whole school through the Writing 
Project has been a key focus this year.  The positive impact of this     process can 
be seen in the high quality of the children’s written work in their books.  Due to our 
ongoing focus on developing children’s reading each classroom now has a reading 
corner, allowing children a space to easily access fiction and non-fiction. The School 
Council had a fabulous time at Waterstone’s book  shop buying books for school. 
They managed to spend £2,500 (not a bad shopping trip!) 

 

Maths 
This year has seen the consolidation of the use of  Inspire Maths. Following the  
Inspire principles equipment is used to ensure the children have concrete  
understanding of mathematical concepts. The children use the CPA (concrete,  
pictoral and abstract) approach, this is helping to ensure that more children meet 
the expected standard and have a greater understanding of mathematical  
concepts. 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
The childcare, 30 hours provision, has had a very 
successful year, Mrs. Smith was appointed as 
Nursery Child Care Manager and Miss Pescod has 
worked alongside her.  A very supportive and  
caring environment has been developed. We will 
continue to offer this provision during next year. 
Phonics teaching is a real strength in Reception, 

there has been an  
increased focus this academic year on shared reading.  
Talk for writing is used in each term and this has  
encouraged the children to use story maps and  
actions when discussing other stories.   
Time has been spent ensuring correct letter formation 
when the children 
write.  
 

External  monitoring 
of the Early Years provision in the summer 
term 2018 graded it as  Outstanding. 
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Key Stage 2 Assessments 
Congratulations to Year 6 pupils.  The end of Key Stage 2 assessment results were 
very good again this year and significantly better than results nationally. The        
children have worked very hard throughout the year and deserve their  success. 
Thanks must go to all staff who have been  involved in the continued development 
of high  quality  education to support children's learning throughout the year. 
Provisional unvalidated data can be seen in the table below.  

 
 

Subject  EHPA:  Y6  
expected standard 
or above 2018 

National: Y6  
Expected Standard 
or above 2017 

EHPA Y6 
Greater Depth 
(2018) 

National Greater 
Depth 
(2017) 

Maths 94% 76% 36% 23% 

Reading 89% 75% 50% 25% 

Writing 94% 78% 27% 18% 

Grammar, Punctua-
tion, Spelling  

95% 78% 44% 31% 

Reading, Writing, 
Maths combined 

86% 64% 24% 9% 

Key Stage 1 Assessments 
The following shows the pupils performance at the end of Key Stage 1 (Y2). The 
children have worked exceptionally hard, achieved a high standard and made 
really good progress.  

Subject EHPA  
Expected 2018 

National   
Expected 2017 

EHPA Greater 
Depth (2018) 

National Greater 
Depth (2017) 

Reading 82% 76% 37% 25% 

Writing 79% 68% 36% 16% 

Maths 82% 75% 34% 21% 

RWM combined 73%  33% 27% 

Science 84% 83%   

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
98% of the Year 1 pupils reached the expected standard in the phonics screening 
assessment 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
75% of the Reception children achieved a Good Level of Development in all of the 
17 areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum compared to 71%  
nationally. 11% of the children exceeded the expected standard in all areas. 
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Summer Holidays 
Thank you to everyone who has 
supported us this year. Enjoy the 
summer holiday.  
Autumn Term begins  for all   
pupils on Monday 3rd   
September.  
Year 6 pupils will spend the week 
at Derwent Hill and the bus 
leaves at 9:30. We look forward 
to seeing you all in September.  

Diary Dates Autumn Term 2018 
Friday 20th July End of Term 
Mon. 3rd Sept   Return to School 
Mon. 3rd Sept    Y6 Derwent Hill 
Mon 3rd Sept    Reception a.m. only 
Mon 11th Sept   Reception full time 
Mon 11th Sept   Nursery begins  
Friday 5th Oct       INSET Day,  
Friday 19th Oct Last day of half term 
Mon 22nd Oct  Half Term  

 

 Congratulations to Year 6. 
On Wednesday 18th July Year 6 pupils  celebrated their time at East Herrington with  
a magnificent performance. They all took part in a musical and drama celebration. 
They sang, danced, performed and most of all had a fabulous time. It was an  
amazing night to remember.  

Best wishes to Y6   pupils. 
We wish all of the pupils in Y6 well 
as they leave us and hope that they 
all continue to achieve in their new 
schools in  September, making the 
most of the range of opportunities 
that  will come their way. 

Awards 
At our special Leavers’ Assembly on 
Thursday 19th July the children will 
celebrate a range of awards with the 


