
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEADTEACHER 
A. Hodgson BEd NPQH MA(Ed) 

          1.12.2017 

Dear Parent, 
 

It doesn’t seem possible that we are already so near the end of the autumn term. 
This has been a very busy and very productive time. The following information gives 
some examples of the work that we have been involved in since September: 

 

 We have implemented the 30 hour nursery provision for eligible parents. 
The extension to the building was completed during the summer holiday 
and the additional childcare provision is situated in the fabulous new room 
next to the nursery. We now offer nursery childcare from 8:00 – 4:30. 
Children access nursery education in either morning or afternoon sessions.  
 

 We are developing reading and writing through our involvement in the 
Primary Writing Project with 8 other local schools. This focuses on the use 
of high quality reading texts as a stimulus to develop the children’s writing. 
We are very impressed with the work that the children have produced and 
look forward to further developments next term. 

 
 We continue to develop a ‘mastery’ approach to teaching maths and this is 

having a very positive impact on children’s mathematical understanding 
and their ability to work through problems. A very successful maths meeting 
was held for parents of Year 5 and 6 pupils. Meetings will be held next term 
for parents of pupils in Key Stage 1. 

 
 Both Year 5 and 6 had very successful visits to Derwent Hill. We have just 

booked places for Year 6 September 2018 and parents will soon receive 
information about this educational visit including costs. 

 
 Thank you for your support for the Food Bank during our harvest 

celebrations. We do accept Food Bank donations at any time and these are 
always gratefully received. 
 

 Thank you for your kind donations for Children in Need. We rasied £625.10 
in total. 
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 Friends of the school organised a very successful Autumn Fair and raised 
£1,300. We are grateful to all of the work of Friends of the School and all 
of the money that they raise is used to support the children. 
 

 We continue to collect savings from a small number of children every 
Tuesday. The ladies who volunteer to do this would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all of the savers a Happy Christmas. They would also 
like to remind all parents that this is a good way of encouraging children 
to see the benefits of saving from an early age. It is also an excellent way 
to save for school trips, especially events such as Derwent Hill. For more 
information, contact Mrs. Ward in the school office. 

 

 East Herrington Primary Academy staff continue to work with staff from 
Hetton Lyons Primary School as part of Balmoral Learning Trust.  
 

 The choir continue to perform at a range of events and are always 
outstanding ambassadors for our school. 
 

At this time of year, unless the weather is really poor, the children still have the 
opportunity at lunch times to join Mr. Naile’s sports clubs. These are always 
outside and the children need old trainers, old tracksuit bottoms and a waterproof 
jacket. This means if they get wet and muddy they can then change back into 
their dry school clothes for the afternoon session. 
 
Please make sure that the children have a waterproof coat in school every day 
and when it is cold a hat and gloves. 
 
As always Christmas is extremely busy and all of the pupils are taking part in a 
range of Christmas celebrations, including performances for parents. Due to fire 
regulations we have had to limit the number of adults that can attend each 
performance in school and tickets have been allocated. Please note that parents 
must have their ticket to access the performance. No tickets are necessary for the 
Year 5 and Year 6 Carol Service at St. Chad’s Church. 
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The following is a timetable of events during December: 
 

1.12.17 7:00p.m. Choir singing at the Salvation Army for Age Concern 
7.12.17 2:00p.m. Choir singing at Sunderland Minster  
9.12.17 4:00p.m. Choir singing with the Sunderland Symphony Orchestra at West 

Park United Reformed Church, Sunderland 
12.12.17 Nursery performance for parents 
13.12.17 Y4,5,6 ‘Swimathon’ raising money to send resources to Gambia (39 swimmers) 
13.12.17 Y1 Christmas performance 2:00p.m. (tea and coffee from 1:30) 
13.12.17 Balmoral Learning Trust AGM 
14.12.17 9:30 Reception Christmas Performance (tea and coffee from 9:00) 
14.12.17 1:30 p.m. Nursery performance  
14.12.17 6:30 Choir singing at St. Andrew’s Church, Roker for Grace House 
15.12.17 Christmas Jumper Day to raise money for Save the Children 
15.12.17 9:30 Y2 Christmas Performance (tea and coffee from 9:00) 
15.12.17 p.m. elderly residents invited to Y6 performance, tea and mince pies 
18.12.17 2:00 Y4 Christmas performance for parents (tea and coffee from 1:30) 
19.12.17 Nursery Party a.m. Nursery party p.m. 
19.12.17 9:30 Y3 Christmas Performance for parents (tea and coffee from 9:00) 
19.12.17 p.m. Y3 Christmas party 
20.12.17 10:00 Y5/6 Christmas Carol Service for parents at St. Chad’s Church.  
20.12.17 Y4 Christmas Party 
20.12.17 Reception pantomime at Sunderland Empire 
21.12.17 Y1 Christmas Party 
21.12.17 Y5 Christmas Party 
21.12.17 Y2 Christmas Party 
22.12.17 Whole school carol service at St. Chad’s Church staff and pupils only 
22.12.17 End of  Term 

 

On Friday 15th December the children can join in Christmas Jumper Day and 
wear their own Christmas jumper, with their usual school trousers or skirt, for school. 
A voluntary donation can be made and the money raised will go to support Save 
the Children. 
 

Please remember we do not distribute Christmas cards in school. 
 

We hope that you enjoy all of the Christmas Celebrations at this very special time of 
year. Have a lovely Christmas break with your children and we look forward to 
seeing everyone in 2018. School re-opens for pupils on Monday 8th January 2018.  
 

Merry Christmas and very best wishes for 2018 from everyone at East 
Herrington Primary Academy. 
 

A.Hodgson 
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